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PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

The Transoral Robotic Surgery for Head and Neck Cancer program is designed to enhance 

attendees’ knowledge about the role for transoral robotic surgery in the management of patients 

with oropharyngeal cancer, to accurately identify patients who will benefit from a Transoral 

robotic surgery (TORS) approach and to recognize basic concepts related to the use of the 

surgical robot in transoral resection of head and neck cancer.

Learning Objectives

At the conclusion of this educational activity, participants will be able to:

• Define the role for TORS in the management of head and neck cancer;

• Identify multi-modality treatment strategies in conjunction with TORS;

• Describe the operating room set up, oropharyngeal anatomy and surgical steps for 

patients undergoing TORS.

Please join us for what promises to be an informative and thought-provoking program. 

Target Audience

This activity has been designed for physicians and other health professionals interested in the 

management of patients with oropharyngeal cancer.

Accreditation and Credit Designation 

The University of Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine is accredited by the Accreditation Council 

for Continuing Medical Education to provide continuing medical education for physicians.

The University of Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine designates this live activity for a maximum 

of 5.75 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™. Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate 

with the extent of their participation in the activity.

Nurses and other healthcare professionals will receive a Certificate of Participation. For information 

on the applicability and acceptance of certificates of participation for educational activities 

certified for AMA PRA Category 1 Credit™ from organizations accredited by the ACCME, please 

consult your professional licensing board.

Educational Grants/Commercial Support

A complete listing of commercial support received will be provided in the conference materials.

Disclosure Declarations
As a provider accredited by the ACCME, The University of Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine asks 

everyone who is in a position to control the content of an education activity to disclose all relevant financial 

relationships with anycommercial interest. This includes any entity producing, marketing, re-selling, or 

distributing health care goods or services consumed by or used on patients. The ACCME defines “relevant 

financial relationships” as financial relationships in any amount occurring within the past 12 months including 

financial relationships of a spouse or life partner that could create a conflict of interest. Mechanisms are in 

place to identify and resolve any potential conflict of interest prior to the start of the activity.

Additionally, The University of Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine requires Authors to identify investigational 

products or off-label uses of products regulated by the US Food and Drug Administration at first mention 

and where appropriate in the content.

The University of Chicago reserves the right to cancel or postpone this conference due to unforeseen circumstances. In the 
unlikely event this activity must be cancelled or postponed, the registration fee will be refunded; however, The University of 
Chicago is not responsible for any related costs, charges, or expenses to participants, including fees assessed by airline/travel/
lodging agencies.



PARTICIPATING FACULTY

It is the policy of The University of Chicago to ensure balance, independence, objectivity, and scientific rigor 
in all its individually sponsored or jointly sponsored educational activities. Individuals who are in a position 
to control the content of this educational activity are required to disclose all relevant financial relationships 
with any commercial interest related to the subject matter of the educational activity. Mechanisms to ensure 
that presentations are free from commercial bias are in place. Faculty will also disclose any off-label and/or 
investigational use of pharmaceuticals or instruments discussed in their presentation. Full disclosure of this 
information will be published in the activity materials.

Faculty Disclosure

Course Directors

Zhen Gooi, MBBS
Assistant Professor of Surgery,  
Section of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, 
University of Chicago

Nishant Agrawal, MD, FACS 
Director, Head and Neck Surgical Oncology,  
Section of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, 
University of Chicago

Invited Speakers

Jeremy Richmon, MD
Associate Professor,  
Department of Otolaryngology,  
Harvard Medical School

Everett Vokes, MD
Physician in Chief,  
University of Chicago Medicine, 
Chair, Department of Medicine 
University of Chicago

Elizabeth Blair, MD, FACS
Professor of Surgery,  
Section of Otolaryngology-Head 
and Neck Surgery.  
University of Chicago

Mihir Bhayani, MD
Assistant Professor of Surgery, 
University of Chicago, Director, 
Head and Neck Surgery, 
NorthShore University Health 
System

Lou Portugal, MD
Professor of Surgery,  
Section of Otolaryngology-Head 
and Neck Surgery,  
University of Chicago

Tanguy Seiwert, MD
Assistant Professor of Medicine, 
Section of Hematology Oncology, 
University of Chicago



Saturday, November 5

Morning Session: 

Gordon Center for Integrative Sciences, W301, University of Chicago

9:00–9:20 The Changing Epidemiology of Oropharyngeal Cancer and How It Relates To TORS, 
Nishant Agrawal, MD, FACS

9:20–9:40 TORS for Management of Oropharyngeal Cancer, 

Zhen Gooi, MBBS

9:40–10:00 Management of Unknown Primary in the TORS Era, 

Elizabeth Blair, MD, FACS

10:00–10:20 TORS for Supraglottic Cancer, 

Mihir Bhayani, MD	

10:20–10:40 Outcomes and Surgical Morbidity of TORS, 

Lou Portugal, MD

10:40-11:00 Break

11:00–11:20 Integrating TORS Into Combined Modality Therapy, 

Everett Vokes, MD

11:20–11:40 How Immunotherapy May Enhance TORS, 

Tanguy Seiwert, MD

11:40–12:00 pm Future Developments In Transoral Robotic Surgery, Jeremy Richmon, MD

12:00–1:00 Lunch

Afternoon session: 

University of Chicago Medicine Center for Care and Discovery Operating Rooms

1:00–2:30 Cadaveric Surgical Dissection for TORS Radical Tonsillectomy 
Facilitators: Jeremy Richmon, MD and Zhen Gooi, MBBS

Participating Faculty: Nishant Agrawal, MD, FACS, Elizabeth Blair, MD, FACS,  
Louis Portugal, MD and Mihir Bhayani, MD

2:30–4:00 Cadaveric Surgical Dissection for TORS Base of Tongue Resection 
Facilitators: Jeremy Richmon, MD and Zhen Gooi, MBBS

Participating Faculty: Nishant Agrawal, MD, FACS, Elizabeth Blair, MD, FACS,  
Louis Portugal, MD and Mihir Bhayani, MD

AGENDA



Accessibility
The University of Chicago is committed to providing equal access appropriate to need and circumstance 

and complies fully with the legal requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act. If you are in need of 

special accommodation, please contact our office at 773-702-1056 or via email at cme@bsd.uchicago.edu.

For additional information about this activity, please contact the Center for Continuing Medical Education 

at 773-702-1056.

Gordon Center for  
Integrative Science
929 E 57th St.
GCIS W301
Chicago, IL 60637

Local Area Map: https://www.google.com/maps/place/Gordon+Center+for+Integrative+Science,+9

REGISTRATION INFORMATION 

There is a registration fee for this activity. Your registration includes continental breakfast, lunch 

and conference materials. While registration is open until the start of the meeting, we encourage 

early registration to enable us to provide the best possible service to participants.

How To Register

	 ONLINE	 cme.uchicago.edu/TORS2016

This Conference Is Open To:

• Physicians

• Nurses and other Health Professionals

• Residents/Fellows

Physician $50

Residents, Nurses and other Health Professionals $25 

Location
The program will take place at Gordon Center for Integrative Science, Chicago, IL.
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